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hemians, contains distinctive characteristics
which are traceable to a considerable extent
to the influence of the music of the liturgy
of the Greek Church. The Russian folk songs
have an undercurrent of deep melancholy.

Glinka (1804-57), composed the first na-
tional Russian opera. Among subsequent
Russian composers of note may be mentioned
Borodin, Cui, Balakirev, Rimsky-Korsakoff,
Tanejeff, Arenesky, and Glazounow. The
works of many of these composers are well
known, but they are well nigh overshadowed
by Rubinstein (1830-94) and Tschaikowsky
(1840-93). Dmitri Shostakovich is consid-
ered the Soviet Union's most important com-
poser of opera and symphonies. His opera

tegrity of China and Korea, while Japan's
interest in Korea and Russia's in Manchuria
would be duly recognized. But Russia was
truculent, and refused, and in February, 1904,
Japan withdrew her minister at the Russian
capital, and three days later attacked the
Russian fleets at Chemulpo and Port Arthur.
Admiral Togo's 'mosquito' fleet made a dar-
ing attack on the Russian vessels lying at
anchor off Port Arthur, and disabled the
Tsarevitch, Retvisan, and Pallada; the Pol-
tava, Novik, Askold, and Diana were badly
knocked about the following day. On land
the success of the Japanese was equally em-
phatic. In Korea, Seoul was occupied, and
troops marched n. to Ping-yang. The Japa-
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Famous Persons in the Russo-Japanese War.

it Admiral Togo; 2, General Oku; 3, Field Marshal Oyama; 4, General Baron Nogi,
the captor of Port Arthur.

Lady Macbeth of Mzinsk was performed in
N. Y. City in February 1935. In 1942 his
Seventh Symphony, written while helping
to defend Leningrad, was brought to the U. S.
on microfilm and performed in many cities.

Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905). Rus-
sia, seeking a port free from ice all the year
round, secured a lease of Port Arthur from
China in 1896. Soon the Siberian Railway
extended into the town; and schemes were
broached for elevating Russia into the posi-
tion of a naval power in the Pacific. In mid-
summer, 1900, Russia took over the reins of
power in the Amur province. She then tried
to induce China formally to recognize the
military occupation of the province. Both
Great Britain and Japan flatly refused to
consider the proposal. In June, 1903, Japan
proposed an agreement with Russia, by which
the contracting parties would respect the in-

nese general, Kuroki, attacked the opposing
Russians on April 30 on the Yalu, and com-
pletely routed them. Almost before the shock
of battle had died away Kuroki was well on
the road to Liao-yang.
Meanwhile Admiral Makharov at Port Ar-
thur found himself subjected to continual
harassing at the hands of Togo. On August
10 the Russians made a desperate sortie under
Admiral Vitoft; but the admiral was lulled
and the fleet scattered.
A second Japanese army, under General
Oku, landed on the Laio-tung peninsula early
in May. After a terrible struggle on the
heights of Nan-shan, the Russians fell back,
and Dalny became a new Japanese base.
The Russian commander-in-chief, Kuropat-
kin, now faced the Japanese under supreme
command of Marshal Oyama. Generals Kur-
oki, Nodzu, and Oku forced the retreat of tho